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The goal of Strategy 4 is to create a system of support that 
promotes student and staff scholarship, while creating 
effective methods of communicating this scholarship both 
internally and externally.
Digital Commons Repository for IMSA Scholarship
Specifically, action plans have resulted in the creation of 
DigitalCommons@IMSA (http://digitalcommons.imsa.edu/), 
an institutional repository to document IMSA scholarship.
“Key functions of DigitalCommons@IMSA include 
promoting and disseminating academic and creative 
achievements of staff and students, increasing awareness of 
IMSA scholarship, research and creative works among staff, 
ensuring the preservation of and access to documents, and 
fostering scholarship collaborations both within and outside 
of IMSA,” said Paula Garrett, coordinator of the Information 
Resource Center/Electronic Media.
Policy and submission guidelines are posted on the 
website. Examples of documents include open-access 
articles, conference proceedings, teacher resources, image 
and audio files, as well as references to books and other 
creative works not fully accessible online.
In addition to the 
obvious benefits for 
those accessing 
documents through the 
DigitalCommons@IMSA, 
the authors of these 
documents also  
gain benefits.  
“Authors can be sent 
emails notifying them on 
the number of downloads 
from the website and can 
enter keywords in order to 
increase access to their 
work through Internet 
searches, etc,”  
said Garrett.  
Collaborative Research
In addition to developing IMSA’s institutional repository for 
scholarship, Strategy 4 also seeks to establish mutually 
beneficial collaborative relationships with individuals and 
institutions to produce research-based scholarship.
As a result of this action plan, IMSA is working with graduate 
students, professors and other research professionals on 
five research and evaluation projects including:
  •   An evaluation of IMSA’s advanced chemistry 
curriculum changes
  •  An evaluation of IMSA’s new ethics program
  •   A research and evaluation of females in IMSA’s physics 
electives and computer science electives
The goal of these ongoing scholarship research collaborations 
is to share research work for national presentations and 
scholarly publications. In addition, IMSA will determine 
whether further expansion or dissemination of faculty 
research work can be supported through private funding.
A formative evaluation of IMSA’s research partnerships is 
scheduled to be completed by June 2011.
Student Scholarly Research
Finally, it is a goal of Strategy 4 that “every IMSA student 
will participate in a scholarship experience while at IMSA.”
Currently, students learn how to conduct scholarly research 
through IMSA’s Methods of Scientific Inquiry (MSI) class, 
the Student Inquiry and Research Program (SIR) and the 
Information Resource Center (IRC), as well as throughout 
the curriculum.
Through these classes and programs, IMSA students learn 
how to design a science experiment, collect authentic data 
and communicate evidence in a clear manner.  
In the future, IMSA will work to encourage faculty in all 
disciplines to use the MSI and SIR models to help students 
learn the research process and build upon what already 
works well.
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The DigitalCommons@IMSA (pictured above) 
helps foster scholarship collaborations both 
within and outside of IMSA.
